
How to build a coffin.
Materials Needed:

● Plywood or reclaimed wood
● 2x4 lumber
● Screws and nails
● Saw (circular or hand saw)
● Drill
● Measuring tape
● Sandpaper
● Paint or stain (optional)
● Hinges (if you want a functional lid)

Steps to Build the Coffin:

1. Design and Measure:
○ Decide on the dimensions of your coffin. A typical size might be around 6

feet long, 2 feet wide, and 1.5 feet deep.
○ Draw a template for the coffin shape. You can go for a traditional

“toe-pincher” shape or a rectangular box.
2. Cut the Wood:

○ Cut the plywood or reclaimed wood for the sides, bottom, and lid of the
coffin.

○ For a toe-pincher shape, cut the sides at an angle to create the tapered
look.

3. Assemble the Frame:
○ Use the 2x4 lumber to create a frame for the coffin. This will provide

structural support.
○ Attach the frame pieces together using screws and a drill.

4. Attach the Panels:
○ Attach the plywood panels to the frame using screws or nails. Start with

the bottom, then the sides, and finally the lid.
○ If you want a functional lid, attach it with hinges.

5. Sand and Finish:
○ Sand all the edges and surfaces to remove any splinters and rough spots.
○ Paint or stain the coffin to your desired finish. You can also add

decorations or team logos.
6. Add Wheels (Optional):



○ If the race rules allow, you can add wheels to the bottom of the coffin for
easier movement.

Tips:

● Safety First: Always wear protective gear when cutting and assembling the
wood.

● Check the Rules: Make sure your coffin meets the specifications and rules of the
race1.

● Get Creative: Have fun with the design and decorations to make your coffin
stand out!

For more detailed instructions, you can check out some DIY tutorials online23. Good
luck with your coffin race!

https://manitousprings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CoffinRaces_Rules_Specs2024.pdf
https://manitousprings.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CoffinRaces_Rules_Specs2024.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lHTg_CcTkDc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g0vDUmPgVtk

